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Environmental group sues San
Diego County for Lakeside
property approval

ABC 10NEWS | SAN DIEGO

GROUP SUES COUNTY OVER PROJECT APPROVAL €93



https://www.10news.com/weather/alerts
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuwyhOzHJz8KqnAYbbbY_dR-RKDicx10KAQVGNv2267l50FH7IfULYbFiAA0IXcqqrotMV-XvDPw-meXJezlWYe8rCwEZCNZc_TM31r5MHHdeWhU1Ta1m6xPcTKL_vaW4t5Xel1oHfaWJ6cwkgCtKvUW537IG5Mxx58ssXYRw9WFKLNjmgNf-JnEe08se07-A3aZ42l2WoiszB5geSZhg0oyYQh-hNoVAS8O2D95TTSYPwwh2KqVsjNWWIlkhCsYlL7qhgXGDVOVFJth-FXJ4yp7wJJwfA3X2i8ptHGB14yp5_WRugLE6t4cDGjmDax9Ys8vQypKJMwK_TcvpUCxAUD9x-eQHwGOqAtik3b8l-35m-u7N-18wJk_oxu-sD8FDPFa2jS4qgY7AtzRvRGMfnu9Cc_oboxHNM59y8Yt57Cyy7tdx4d5MA6lxOOLvFGl1olHIUfdC47Lk3d2ha7xzx9aSIf16ETsiLEJtHRirqKWHI&sai=AMfl-YTWECNDBNt7bE8nderlXrMTmB7tGAsLlxdtCjTSOSuf3yywO1OhRkyvI5ILcQpAq3WX91xUMr5tPaFVLecPb5t7cFw2tnVKRVShcxI00RekktDpzTlCfGHaPEimupO1oxanq1W6wJC66Wpqo2yX&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNuEE5ENro0x&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://conejo.com/outdoor/%3Futm_source%3DN8848.141629KGTV%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_content%3Dpp402788857-cc208832545%26utm_campaign%3DCVT_Brand-Ong-AWR-USA_END_UP
https://www.10news.com/
https://www.10news.com/live
https://www.10news.com/news
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/san-diego-news
https://www.10news.com/
https://www.10news.com/weather/alerts
https://www.10news.com/live

The county's approval of 63 new homes in a very high fire-risk zone in Lakeside has sparked a lawsuit from the Sierra Club.

@ By: Spencer Soicher

Posted 6:29 PM, Jul 09, 2024 and last updated 10:58 PM, Jul 09, 2024

LAKESIDE, Calif. (KGTV) — An environmental group is suing San Diego
County over a plan it approved to build homes in a very high fire-risk area in
Lakeside.

The property, known as Green Hills Ranch, is located 100 yards north of
Audubon and Adelai Road in Lakeside.

This area is considered a very high fire risk zone by Cal Fire.

Still, the county approved a plan in June to put in 63 single-family homes on

the property.

But the Sierra Group says the approval process for Greenhills Ranch was
flawed and that information shared by the county about the area's fire risk was

Inaccurate.
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In the court filing, the Sierra Club claims the county told the public the homes
would be built in a high fire danger zone, a lower level than a very high fire

danger zone.

Dr. Peter Andersen is a member of the Sierra Club's San Diego chapter.

"Fair discussion, discussions among neighbors, discussions among citizens,
discussion among public officials can only take place when there's accurate

information," Andersen said.

The organization filed the legal action last week, asking the court to step in and

vacate any approvals for the project based upon its initial study.

In the court filing, the Sierra Club claims that building homes there could
impact greenhouse gas emissions, biological resources, and fire safety, among
other issues.

"We want to see robust housing built in San Diego County, but we don't want it



built in the high fire zone of the county," Andersen said.

The Sierra Club writes the county's, "misidentification of the project as only

being in a high fire severity zone misled the public.”

"In fact, when you locate it on a map, the state fire maps, it's in a very high fire

zone," Andersen said.
ABC 10News read through public documents related to the project.

According to a planning commission report, the wildfire evacuation plan
concluded the project would not significantly impact evacuation of existing
residents in the area.

The wildfire evacuation plan also stated that the project's location has enough

emergency services, fire evacuation routes, and water access.

A spokesperson for San Diego County told ABC 10News it can’t comment on

pending litigation.

But the county spokesperson noted public notices were sent to property owners
near the site and fire officials showed up to the county board meeting to answer

any questions.

Atlas Real Estate, which submitted the proposal, is also named in the lawsuit.
The company said in a statement, "The unanimous vote by the planning
commission and (the vote by the San Diego County) Board of Supervisors

supports that we’ve addressed all the concerns that the Sierra Club raised."”

Anderson acknowledges there's a housing shortage in San Diego County, but



insists he and the Sierra Club are not being 'NIMBYs,' 'not in my backyarders.'

"Lakeside has a lot of good places for development but not in a wildlife corridor

in a high fire zone," he added.
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